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The 3 Tab 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

2. Make a fold in one of the pieces 3½ 
inches away from one of the edges. 

3. With the other piece, make a fold 4 
inches away from one of the edges. 

4. Insert the second piece inside the first so 
that it looks like this. 

5. Open the first page and place a small piece 
of tape where the first page meets the 
second. 

1. Fold a full sheet of paper in half and cut it so that    
     you have 2 pieces that are 8½ inches by 5½ inches. 



The Booklet 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Fold a full sheet of paper in half and cut it so that    
     you have 2 pieces that are 8½ inches by 5½ inches. 

2. Fold one of the pieces in half and make a slit 
that goes about ¾ of an inch away from either 
edge of the paper. 

3. Fold the other piece in half and cut notches 
on the fold that are slightly more than ¾ of 
an inch. 

4.  Roll (careful not to crease it) the notched 
piece and slide it halfway into the slit in the other 
piece. 

5. Straighten out the notched piece so that the notches 
fit into the slit in the other piece and fold it in half 
so that you have an eight page booklet. 



The Tri-Fold 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.  Fold an 8 ½ by 11 piece of paper in half the long way. 

2. Hold the long way and fold it in thirds by 
making two folds 3 ¾ inches from the edges. 

 

3. Cut down the two folds to the fold in the center 
of the paper. 

4. Fold the three flaps down. 

5.  Fold the two side flaps on to the center panel. 



The 4 Door 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Fold a full sheet of paper into quarters. 
 

2. Make 2 folds along the short way of the paper so that it 
is divided into 4 equal rows. 

3.  Cut slits into the folds at the top and bottom of the page. 

4. Fold over the flaps so that there are four “doors”.  Fold 
that over one more time so that the “doors” hidden 
inside. 



The Diamond 4 Door 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

4.  Fold all of the corners of the square 
into the center of the X.  

3.  Fold the square so that the opposite 
corners touch.  Unfold the paper to 
reveal an “X”. 

2.  Cut the small flap from the bottom 
of the paper to make a square.  Discard 
the small flap.  

1.  Fold the top edge of the paper so 
that it is even with the side edge of the 
paper.  Fold the remaining flap of paper 
even with the edge that you have folded 
down.  



Circle Inlay 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

3.  Paste the lower half of the next 
largest circle to the lower half of the 
largest circle.  Continue to do so with 
the smaller circles 

2.  Fold all of the circles in half 

1.  Cut the circles from the paper provided. 

3.  Paste the lower half of the largest 
circle to the center of a blank piece of 
paper. 



Diamond / Octagon 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Cut the small flap from the bottom 
of the paper to make a square.  Discard 
the small flap.  

1.  Fold the top edge of the paper so 
that it is even with the side edge of the 
paper.  Fold the remaining flap of paper 
even with the edge that you have folded 
down.  

3.  Fold the large square in 
half twice to create a small 
square. 

4.  With the paper folded into the 
smaller square.  Measure 4 cm from the 
corners indicated.  Draw a line and cut 
across the line. 

4 loose 
ends 2 loose 

ends 

0 loose 
ends 

5.  If the measurements and cuts were made 
from the proper corners you will unfold an 
octagon that looks like a diamond when 
folded up. 



Isosceles Triangle 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Fold an 8 ½ by 11 piece of paper in half the long way. 

2.  With the paper folded in half, use a ruler to 
draw a line to the opposite corners of the paper.  
Cut along this line. 

3.  Keeping the paper folded in half, fold the 
top corner down to the croner with the right 
angle 

4.  Fold the other corner of the triangle over 
to the right angle. 

5.  The end result should look like this 



The Panorama 

 
 

Fold a piece of 8 ½ by 11 inch paper in half the short 
way then cut on the fold. 
 

Fold each of the pieces in half. 

TAPE

Join the two halves together end to 
end with a piece of tape. 

Fold the two end panels in toward the center, then fold that in half 
again. 



The Six Door 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6.  Fold the two side flaps in toward the center. 

5.  Fold all of the cut flaps in toward the center. 

4.  Cut along the two folds at either ends of the paper. 

3.  Fold in thirds the long way. 

1.  Fold an 8 ½ by 11 piece of paper in half the short way. 

2.  Now fold the paper into quarters like this. 



The Volcano Shape 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1.  Fold an 8 ½ by 11 piece of paper in half the short way. 

2.  Fold the bottom flap up and cut the corners so 
that they are even with the edges of the triangle. 

3.  Fold lower flap inside the two side 
triangle flaps. 

4.  Fold the two side triangles into each other. 
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• Interactive graphic organizers 

• Engage students in active learning 

• Create student-ownership 

• Ideal tools for diverse learners 

• Endless in application 

• Assist in linking new information to 
prior knowledge 

Paper folds based on Dinah Zike’s foldables. 
Dinah’s books can be ordered directly from:  

www.dinah.com  

http://www.dinah.com/


• To introduce the learning task 

• As advance organizers before the 
learning task 

• As a post organizer 

• As student-made study guides 

• To differentiate instruction 

• As an alternative form of 
assessment 

 



• Active student participation occurs as 
students create the foldable 

• Marzano research: 

• Non-linguistic representations have strong effects 
on student achievement 

• Explicitly engaging students in the creation of 
nonlinguistic representations stimulates and 
increases activity in the brain 

• Marzano’s Classroom Instruction That Works strategies 
are integrated.  



..”the most underused instructional strategy of all..” 

“a powerful aspect of learning” 

Classroom Instruction that Works by Marzano, Pickering, and Pollock, 2001 



• Identifying Similarities & 
Differences 

• Summarizing & Note Taking 

• Advance Organizers 

• Vocabulary (Build Background 
Knowledge) 

• Sequencing 

Classroom Instruction that Works by Marzano, Pickering, and Pollock, 2001 

D:/Classroom Instruction that Works.doc




print or photocopy the 
template on colored paper 

insert text & graphics 
print fold according to 

instructions 

Cut & Glue 



•2-Tab Books 

•Pocket Book 

•Shutter 

•Ven Diagram 



simplified template 

01_Folded2Tab


template Same - Different 
Cause - Effect 

D:/01a_TwoTab/DSCN3570.JPG
D:/01a_TwoTab
D:/01a_TwoTab/DSCN3591.JPG
D:/01a_TwoTab/TwoTab.ppt
D:/01a_TwoTab/TwoTab_SimDiff.ppt
D:/01a_TwoTab/TwoTab_GlobalWarm.ppt
D:/01a_TwoTab/DSCN3560.JPG
D:/01a_TwoTab/DSCN3569.JPG


simplified template 

Famous Explorers 

10_Basic4Tab


template 

Flashcards from: 

www.quizlet.com 

D:/04_PocketBooks
D:/04_PocketBooks/DSCN3112.JPG
D:/04_PocketBooks/DSCN3111.JPG
D:/04_PocketBooks/DSCN3110.JPG
D:/04_PocketBooks/PocketBook.ppt
D:/04_PocketBooks/PocketBook.ppt
D:/04_PocketBooks/PocketBook.ppt
D:/04_PocketBooks/PocketBook.ppt
D:/04_PocketBooks/DSCN3109.JPG


•Venn Diagram 

•3-Tab Books 

•4-Tab Books 

•5-Tab Books 

•Four-door Book 

•Envelope 

•Layered Book 



template 

Vicki Blackwell 
www.vickiblackwell.com  

D:/15_StepBook/LayeredBook.ppt
D:/15_StepBook/LayeredBook.ppt
D:/15_StepBook/stepbook.pdf
D:/15_StepBook
D:/15_StepBook/DSCN3087.JPG
D:/15_StepBook/DSCN3088.JPG
D:/15_StepBook/LayeredBook.ppt
http://www.vickiblackwell.com/
D:/15_StepBook/DSCN3458.JPG
D:/15_StepBook/DSCN3459.JPG
D:/15_StepBook/DSCN3510.JPG
D:/15_StepBook/LayeredBook.ppt


Assembling a Layered Book 

Follow the pictures below to assemble the step book. Photos courtesy of Vicki Blackwell at 
www.vickiblackwell.com. 

http://www.vickiblackwell.com/


Jot Thoughts 

What are some other ways you could use 
foldables? 

 

 



 
 

Parent Resource Center’s Workshop Warehouse web 
page : 
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/resources/events/ware
house.shtml 

http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/resources/events/warehouse.shtml
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/resources/events/warehouse.shtml

